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LIVING THE LITURGY

The Month of the Holy Rosary
Tammy Perez

T

In 1957 Sister Lúcia of Fátima gave us these consoling
words on the power of the Holy Rosary:
There is no problem, no matter how difficult it is, whether
temporal or, above all, spiritual, in the personal life of each
one of us, of our families, of the families of the world, or
of the religious communities, or even of the life of peoples
and nations that cannot be solved by the Rosary. There is
no problem I tell you, no matter how difficult it is, that
we cannot resolve by the prayer of the Holy Rosary. With
the Holy Rosary, we will save ourselves. We will sanctify
ourselves. We will console Our Lord and obtain the
salvation of many souls.

he month of October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary.
There are many wonderful feasts during this month,
such as for the Guardian Angels (Oct. 2), St. Thérèse of
Lisieux (Oct. 3), St. Francis of Assisi (Oct. 4), Our Lady
of the Rosary (Oct. 7), the Maternity of Mary (Oct. 11), St.
Teresa of Avila (Oct. 15), St. Margaret Mary Alacoque (Oct.
17), and Christ the King (Oct. 27).
However, October is also a particularly important
month here at Our Lady of Victory School. Our Lady of
So with this great confidence in Our Lady and her
Victory, whom we celebrate on October 7, is the patroness
of our school and our families and students! This feast day Holy Rosary, we pray the Collect from the Feast of Our
would be a wonderful time for families to recall the battle Lady of the Rosary, Our Lady of Victory, which we say at
of Lepanto and the wonderful protection Our Lady always the end of all of our Rosaries:
offers her children.
O God, Whose only-begotten Son, by His life, death,
In 1883 Pope Leo XIII dedicated the month of October
and resurrection, hath purchased for us the rewards of
to the Holy Rosary. We highly recommend you read his short
eternal life: grant, we beseech Thee, that, meditating on
encyclical on devotion to the Rosary: click here to read it!
these mysteries of the most holy Rosary of the Blessed
Pope Leo recalls the marvelous victory at the Battle of
Virgin Mary, we may imitate what they contain and
Lepanto that occurred on October 7, 1571:
obtain what they promise. Through the same Jesus
Christ, Thy Son, Our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth
The power of this devotion was wondrously exhibited
th
with Thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, God, forever
in the 16 century, when the vast forces of the Turks
and ever. Amen.
threatened to impose on nearly the whole of Europe
the yoke of superstition and barbarism. At that time
St. Pius V, after rousing all the Christian princes, strove
with the greatest zeal to obtain for Christendom the
favor of the most powerful Mother of God.
Thus Christ's faithful warriors, prepared to sacrifice
There is no
their life and blood for the salvation of their faith and
problem I tell
their country, proceeded undauntedly to meet their
foe, while those who were unable to take part piously
you, no matter
called on Mary and saluted her again and again in the
how difficult it is,
words of the Rosary, imploring her to grant the victory
to their companions engaged in battle. Our Sovereign
that we cannot
Lady did grant her aid, for in the naval battle by
resolve by the
the Echinades Islands, the Christian fleet gained a
magnificent victory, with no great loss to itself, in
prayer of the
which the enemy were routed with great slaughter.
Holy Rosary.
And it was to preserve the memory of this great
boon that the same Most Holy Pontiff desired that a
– Sr. Lúcia
feast in honor of Our Lady of Victory should celebrate
the anniversary of so memorable a struggle, the feast
which Gregory XIII later dedicated under the title of
“The Holy Rosary.”
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A Journey to Our Lady of
the Pillar

embedded in my memory. Following tradition, I went to
kiss the stone slab in veneration. As I approached the pillar,
to my surprise, a light aroma of roses reached my nose.
According to tradition, the stone emits the flowery aroma in
evidence of Our Lady’s presence and blessing on suppliants
and pilgrims. It struck me as I was leaving the pilgrimage
site that this visit had filled my soul with a special peace
and calm. My intentions and worries were entrusted to her
hands to dispose of as she willed.
Although there are many shrines of Our Lady in
this world, each one of them is a source of grace for those
who go there. Maybe the pilgrim, like St. James, needs
encouragement along the path they walk or maybe they are
seeking some other grace. Regardless of their intent, Our
Lady, like a Mother, hears the prayers of her children and
will give them above and beyond what they have asked for.

Isabella Morgali
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A

couple of summers ago, I was given the opportunity
to travel and explore Central and Northern Spain. As
I journeyed from city to city, from landscape to landscape,
I was struck by the centuries of Catholic history of which
this country can proudly boast and how many saints it has
produced for the Church. It would take years to visit every
monastery, every church, every miraculous site in just North
and Central Spain. Nevertheless, I would like to share one
experience which indeed left a very strong impression on
me, a visit to the shrine of Our Lady of the Pillar, whose
feast we celebrate on October 12.
Even in non-religious circles the pilgrimage to Santiago
de Compostella, the way to the shrine of St. James the
Apostle, is well-known and popular. But what is less wellknown is the beginning of that legacy, the apparition of
Our Lady of the Pillar to St. James. Upon arriving in Spain
around AD 40, St. James set out to convert the pagan tribes
but met with little success. Our Lady, who at this time was
still alive in the Holy Land, appeared to him, encouraging
him in his apostolate. Today in Zaragoza, a basilica has been
built in honor of Our Lady’s apparition.
Approaching the basilica you are struck by colorful
and exotic tile patterns on the exterior of the domes,
reminding the pilgrim of the Arabic influence in Spain.
Passing through the side door into the church, your eyes
are immediately drawn to the main altar and to a little
wooden statue of Our Lady, which is mounted on a slab of
jasper above the altar and bedecked with gold and silver.
Although the basilica was magnificent with all of its ornate
chapels and architecture, this little statue is what remains

Back to School Photos
Many families sent us wonderful Back to School photos, some of which are featured below! It is so
encouraging to see so many children receiving a traditional Catholic education within a flourishing
homeschool community! The staff at Our Lady of Victory School wishes everyone a blessed and fruitful
academic year!

Prayer and the Battle of Lepanto
Christina Perez

W

ithin the Liturgical Calendar, we are accustomed to
celebrating various feasts but sometimes are unaware
of the history behind the feast. In the case of the Feast of
the Holy Rosary on October 7th, the history of this feast is
close to the heart of Our Lady of Victory School and our
publishing house, Lepanto Press.
During the 16th century, the Turkish hoard of the
Ottoman Empire had advanced into Eastern and Central
Europe and taken control of much of the Mediterranean
Sea. With their presence threatening Christendom, Pope
Pius V appealed to the Catholic rulers in Europe to check
the Turkish advance throughout Europe. This effort to drive
these Muslim invaders out of Europe culminated in a naval
battle known as the Battle of Lepanto.
Historians and literary figures alike marvel at this
battle as the odds were against the Christian fleet, and yet
that day the Church was triumphant. Historian Michael
D. Greaney writes, “An objective observer would probably
have concluded that the struggle resembled little more than
a confused mess.” But there was a secret weapon in play at
Lepanto: the Rosary.
Pope Pius V had organized a prayer crusade to
accompany the brave men in battle, asking for the Church
to pray the Rosary for the intention of victory against the
Turks. It is undeniable that Lepanto would have been a
disaster and crushing blow to Christendom had it not been
for the divine intercession of Our Lady. In thanksgiving,
Pope Pius V declared October 7 to be the Feast of the Most
Holy Rosary.
There are several lessons we can learn from the Battle of
Lepanto. First, a great leader can inspire people to greatness.
This is evidenced by Pius V rallying the Catholic leaders and
troops to fight against the Ottomans as well as rallying all of
Christendom to join in the prayer crusade. This event also
shows us that there is always hope, no matter how dire the
circumstances. Finally, we are given strong evidence of the
power of prayer and a reminder that with prayer, all things
are possible.
Further reading on the Battle of Lepanto:
Michael D. Greaney, Ten Battles Every
Catholic Should Know
Margaret Yeo, The Lion and the Crescent
G. K. Chesterton, “Lepanto”

The Lion and the Crescent:
Loyalty to God and Country
Isabella Morgali

Don John laughed in the brave beard curled,
Spurning of his stirrups like the thrones of all the world,
Holding his head up for a flag for all the free.
Love-light of Spain hurrah!
Death-light of Africa!
Don John of Austria is riding to the sea!
(G. K. Chesterton, “Lepanto”)

W

ho is this hero that Chesterton describes so
eloquently in his epic poem of the battle which saved
Europe from the invasion of the Muslims? In The Lion and the
Crescent, Margaret Yeo relates the life of Don Juan of Austria,
leader of the Christian troops in the Battle of Lepanto and
half-brother to Philip II, King of Spain and Holy Roman
Emperor. Christendom in the 1500s was suffering attacks
from the outside by the Muslims and from the inside by the
Protestants. Only one of the Christian countries, Spain, was
willing to answer the call to battle issued by Pope Pius V,
and these forces were led by Don Juan of Austria.
In this well-researched and historically accurate
account, we are led on a journey into the heart of the Holy
Roman Empire. We are given a glimpse of the valiant heart
and chivalry of a young lord, impetuous in his actions, but
on fire with a love for his faith and country. From a young
age, Don Juan was shown the beauty and importance of the
Catholic faith in his life. His foster parents, by their own
virtuous example and teaching, formed a young man for
whom any compromise in loyalty towards God and country
was not an option. This formation gave him the strength and
resilience to come out unscathed from not only the trials of
the battles but as well as the immorality and intrigues of the
court and politics.
Don Juan of Austria, like any person, had his failures
and weaknesses, but his strength of character was shown
in his ability to realize his failures, rise up from them, and
make restitution. He had a generous heart, full of fire and
ambition, which needed to strive for an ideal. This need was
met in the call to defend Christendom from the attacks of
both the Muslims and the Protestants. He expended himself
in this cause, dying far from his homeland of Spain while
defending Christendom against the Protestants.
Lepanto Press publishes The Lion and the Crescent. If you
haven’t read it yet, click here or the image to the left to get your
copy!

The Stunning Effect of a
Holy Catholic Family

The practice of religion must now be an act of virtue
in which two people act as one. Family prayers provide an
example of this. The family must be at Mass, at confession,
and Communion. The virtue of piety now prompts obedience
Fr. David L. Greenstock, OP
on the part of the children and loving service on that of the
Editor's note: Fr. Greenstock was a Dominican priest who parents. It should never be forgotten in this connection that
combatted Modernist theology in the 1950s and ’60s. Fr. the foundation of true Christian education is the family.
Greenstock’s words are just as relevant today as when they If the family education is missing or is defective, then all
other education is liable to fail in its aims and become an
were first penned in the 1950s.
elaborate superstructure on a defective foundation.
Fr. Jordan Aumann and Fr. David L. Greenstock,
This has practical applications in every department of
The Meaning of Christian Perfection (B. Herder, 1956)
life. Parents must not rely entirely on the school to educate
e must never forget that marriage is a sacrament, their children in religion. Morning and evening prayers must
something holy. It is every bit as difficult to live become a family affair, not something merely individual.
a holy married life as it is to live a life of celibacy in the There must be a family effort to overcome the materialistic
priesthood or the religious state; and it is just as important attitude of the world around us, a spontaneous family
attitude of living faith which is seriously put into practice.
for the well-being of the Church.
When two people become “one flesh” by means of There must be authority and obedience in a Catholic family,
because love is based on the keeping of
this sacrament, they dedicate themselves
the law. This is the very basis of sanctity
to a common life which embraces both
It
should
never
inside the family unit and should never
the natural and the supernatural order.
be forgotten be forgotten. However, both authority
Salvation and perfection are no longer
and obedience must be based on love if
individual goals, so to speak; on the
that
the
they are to avoid becoming arbitrary
contrary, the spiritual perfection of a
foundation of dictatorship and servility.
husband will depend very much on his
Prayer is, of course, the foundation
efforts to help his wife and children to
true
Christian
of this Catholic family atmosphere.
attain that same end. The same is true of
Prayer in common, the Mass, the family
education is
a wife and mother—she must attain her
Rosary, etc., will do more than the mere
perfection in and through her marriage
the
family.
formal teaching of religion to bring about
obligations.
an effective family sanctity. The great
A good Catholic marriage lived in
full accordance with the laws of God can have a stunning feasts of the Church, birthdays, anniversaries, and patroneffect on a world which is lost in a maze of false principles saint days will be important landmarks which will bring
concerning divorce, birth control, and sex. Such a marriage the whole family into intimate contact with the world of
can prove to be the best of all demonstrations that the true spiritual realities.
Once this truly religious atmosphere has been
sanctity of this human contract is at a much deeper level
than mere obedience to a spiritual authority. It is essentially attained, it will be a simple matter to include such things as
an expression of love—of a love which is no mere sentiment, spiritual reading in common, a simple but careful study of
but a sacramental love which mirrors the love which the doctrines of the Church and, when the children are still
prompted God to become man and to found a Church, young, instruction in the truths of faith. As they grow older,
there will be the need for guidance through conversation
uniting Himself with it.
The apostolate of the Catholic family is simply to be a and discussion of various topics in order to maintain their
loving, united whole, working for a full life of the Spirit within Catholic standards of values. The work of both husband and
and through the obligations of that state. The sacrament wife must be sanctified, not merely as individual daily tasks,
must be allowed to permeate and sanctify every element in but as a family concern. Here mutual help and understanding
that union if its full purpose is to be achieved. There will be play a very great part in the family sanctification.
In such an atmosphere the gulf which sometimes
a special need in marriage for prudence, fortitude, patience,
appears
between religion and secular life will vanish, because
purity, confidence in God, and temperance in all its varied
the sense of being given to God as a family unity will sanctify
forms.
even the most frivolous entertainments as well as the more

W

serious side of life. Family joys and the pleasures of married
life together will acquire a new, richer, and deeper meaning
for all. Nothing can break the power for good of a Catholic
marriage as the central unit both of the Church and of the
State, provided it is lived for and in God.
In this way the family becomes first of all a great source
of personal and communal sanctity in which the members
all work for themselves and for others. It also becomes a
power-house of personal example of what the love of God

means when translated into effective action. It becomes the
breeding ground for solid vocations on which the Church
depends to provide priests and religious. Above all, it is the
most effective spearhead for our attack on the indifference
and malice of a world which has lost the sense of sin and
true spiritual peace. In the sanctification of the family lies
the hope for the sanctification of the world.

In the sanctification of the family lies the hope
for the sanctification of the world.

Interested in Writing?
We would love to publish articles written by OLVS parents and
students! We are looking for articles discussing your experiences and
reflections on topics ranging from homeschooling, education, culture,
and the Catholic Faith.
If you have an article pitch or would like more information, please
contact Richard at richard@olvs.org for more information!
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It was not courage, not arms, not leaders, but Mary of the Rosary that
made us victors.” –The Venetian Senate after the Battle of Lepanto

